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NBT-by-numbers
Facebook followers

1810
Twitter followers

282
Institutional Reports distributed

A new NBT venue, Jane Furse Comprehensive school in Limpopo, organised their own NBT registration assistance team for any prospective writers who needed help or didn’t have access to the internet.
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Paper and pencil testing vs computer-based testing
Natalie le Roux
A common dilemma amongst test developers and test agencies is whether they should move to computer-based testing
(CBT) or whether there is a need for paper and pencil testing. In the age of technology, people hurriedly grab their mobile
phone, tablet, phablet or laptop to search for information which in the past one could only find in an encyclopaedia at the
library.
If you cast your mind back to when you were a school kid, your first test would probably have been written on an answer
sheet. This type of assessment is referred to as “pencil and paper” testing. This has been the traditional method of classroom assessments and other forms of assessments, such as entrance examinations or personality testing. As technology
has increasingly been introduced into our everyday lives, so too has it crept into the realm of assessment.
CBT started as early as the 1980’s, particularly in second language testing. In CBT, tests are administered electronically
and examinees respond to items on the test electronically, via a computer, tablet or a cell phone. There are many advantages to computer based assessments: they are more efficient,
less time is taken, a variety of item types can be used, it is easy to
score the tests, there is increased test security, and many more.
There are however also disadvantages to using CBT: the cost of the
technology (computers or tablets), the effects it may have on the
examinees, and examinees should have basic knowledge of technology, to name just a few.
Online testing is one form of CBT and has been popular in the education sector as well as in the psychology field, particularly with
personality testing (Ghaderi & Mogholi, 2014). Computerised adaptive testing (CAT) or tailored testing is yet another form of CBT and
has been popular in achievement testing. The beauty of this form
of testing is that an item is administered to the examinee and based on a correct response, a slightly more difficult item is
administered to the examinee and the difficulty level of the item is adjusted to estimate the examinee’s ability level. This
means that an examinee’s assessment could be over in less time if he/she gets difficult items correct.
There has been a drive by test developers to move away from pencil and paper assessments towards CBT. Although many
test developers might be in favour of this, there is still a long road ahead. The reality is that both CBT and pencil and paper
testing will continue to co-exist. The idea is to find a middle ground. If both forms of testing are used, then the reliability
and validity of the test should be similar, and the correlation between the two forms should be very high (0.9) Kuzmina
(2010).
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Brown bag session

May’s CETAP Brown Bag session was a talk by Janine
Dunlop about activity on the NBT website from January
2016 until January 2017.
She looked at how many people visited the site, how
many pages they visited, how engaged they were, and
what they downloaded. She also looked at how many
visits came from social media platforms and search
terms.

CPUT workshops
Earlier this year, the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) held special NBT test sessions for their current first-year students on extended curriculum programmes.
CETAP facilitated three workshops in May in which the results of the test scores
where communicated to the participating faculties and departments. At these workshops, the profile of their
students was shared as well as information on the diagnostic test results and the implications for teaching and
learning.
Staff who have been involved in these workshops are Emlyn Balarin, Alan Cliff (from CILT), Natalie le Roux, Darlington Mutakwa and Pragashni Padayachee.

Meetings, presentations, visits
New Academics’ Transitions regional colloquium
The first New Academics’ transitions in Higher Education regional colloquium was held on the 4th May 2017 at the University of Cape Town. New academics and staff development practitioners from the four public universities in the Western Cape were all represented at the one day colloquium. The staff development practitioners presented on the models
of induction practices at their institutions whilst the new academics presented on their transitions to higher education
as well as their teaching projects. CETAP’s Natalie le Roux was invited to the colloquium to address participants about
her transition as a new academic staff member to UCT.

High Achievers programme: KZN
CETAP, in collaboration with the KwaZulu-Natal Department of
Education, embarked on a pilot project to cover the cost of the
NBT for writers from non-fee paying schools (quintiles 1 to 3).
The pilot was launched this month in KZN with 300 of the top
achievers in quintile 1 to 3 schools. Janine Dunlop delivered a
presentation to these achievers at a DoE-organised career guidance seminar at two venues in the province.

NBT National Consultative Workshop
The annual NBT National Consultative Workshop was held on May
29th at Emperor’s Palace, Johannesburg. The forum provided an opportunity for institutions to discuss how
the NBTs are being used in the current context of higher education, to
reflect on the potential value of the
NBTs for student performance and
teaching and learning, and to explore collaborative opportunities.
Robert Prince gave a presentation about the latest NBT
data and what it tells us, and Emlyn Balarin presented
about NBT costs and accessibility.

Staff News

Meetings, presentations, visits (cont.)
CETAP’s Director, Naziema Jappie attended the Higher Education Symposium in Xiamen, China this month.
The symposium was held to discuss and debate issues of access and quality assurance in higher education, especially in the BRICS countries. It was attend by international delegates from China, USA, Netherlands, Russia, Ireland and Brunei.

...to the May babies:
Rachelle Hanslo (5 May)
Naziema Jappie (18 May)
Lynia Fortuin (25 May)

Goodbye
CETAP said “goodbye” to data systems manager, Peter Chifamba, this month.

Peter with senior secretary, Lynia Fortuin
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