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Student protests
and NBTs
Item Development Workshop
As part of the test development
process, the NBT item development
workshop was held from October
28th to 30th. Representatives from
13 South African universities participated in the development of items
for Academic Literacy, Quantitative
Literacy, and Mathematics. The
workshop was very productive, with
a number of items developed for refinement and piloting in 2017.

Despite numerous protests on multiple campuses, our Logistics team
has managed to ensure that the
NBTs have continued as scheduled.
Where disruptions had occurred on
a particular campus during the
week, alternative venues were
found and writers were informed
timeously via sms.


Two sessions scheduled at UJ
were moved to Monash.



Three sessions scheduled at
NMMU were moved to Victoria Park High School.



Two sessions scheduled at
Sefako Makgatho were moved
to Varsity College.



One session each at UWC and
CPUT was moved to CTI Education Group in Durbanville.

Psychometrics 101

Natalie le Roux

Over the next few issues, we’ll be featuring a column on Psychometrics and what this entails. This month, we look at the origin of Psychometrics.

NBT-by-numbers

1540

Psychometry literally means “soul measuring”.
Francis Galton (1822 – 1911) referred to the measurement of mental features as psychometry. The concept of Psychometry is not to be confused with a form of extrasensory perception which shares the same name.

What is Psychometrics?
Psychometrics is defined as a field of study that deals with the theory and methods of psychological (attitudes & personality traits) and educational (abilities) measurement. It is a
scientific field that relates to the construction and development of instruments, validation
and revision of measurement instruments. These instruments include psychological tests,
educational tests, questionnaires and trait assessments. Furr and Bacharach (2008) explain
psychometrics succinctly:
“Just as psychological tests are designed to measure psychological attributes of people,
such as anxiety, Psychometrics is the science concerned with evaluating the attributes of
psychological and educational tests”.
In the early beginnings of Psychometrics, its application was mostly used in “mental
testing”. Modern Psychometrics, however, has developed into a sophisticated field of study
with new statistical models being proposed.
Psychophysics, the relationship between physical properties and human behaviour, has also
played a role in the development of Psychometrics as we know it. According to McDonald
(1999), Psychometric test theory is a collection of mathematical and statistical concepts
that seek to clarify questions about the construction and use of tests by providing mathematical methods to answer these questions.
Measurement is an important concept in the social sciences, but what does this entail?
More about this next month.

Coming up in the next few months:
Concepts in measurement
Threats to psychometric quality
Psychometric approaches
Psychometrics in practice: An example
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Staff News

Visits, research, and presentations
A write-up of CETAP staff’s visit to Walter Sisulu
University last month appeared on the WSU
web site:
http://www.wsu.ac.za/waltersisulu/index.php/
more-psychometric-testing-for-students/

...to the October babies:

Robert Prince’s paper, ‘Predicting Success in Higher Education: The Value of Criterion and
Normreferenced Assessments’, appeared in the Practitioner Research in Higher Education
Journal: Assessment Special Edition: 10(1), pp22-38.

Juandre Alard: 1 Oct
Linsli Dykes: 2 Oct
Natalie le Roux: 3 Oct
Pam Christie: 13 Oct
Robert Prince: 19 Oct

Naziema Jappie visited the UKZN Ugu District Municipality this
month, where she gave a presentation about the NBTs at a
Youth Summit.

Kabelo Sebolai: 23 Oct
Naomi Msusa: 31 Oct

Just for Fun
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