TESTING
FOR
SUCCESS

It is my distinct
privilege to
welcome you
to CETAP.

Who we are
The Centre for Educational Testing for Access and Placement (CETAP) is a department in the
Centre for Higher Educational Development (CHED) at the University of Cape Town. CETAP has
progressively become the largest educational testing department in South Africa and uses the most
up-to-date test processes, practices and measurement theories. CETAP has developed numerous
testing instruments and is continuously engaged with the post school sector to develop further
tests which will serve particular niche purposes. For example, CETAP is currently engaged in the
development of tests for the recognition of prior learning and for postgraduate studies.

It is both an honour and a pleasure to serve as Director of the Centre for
Educational Testing for Access & Placement (CETAP). This role has provided
me with an opportunity to lead a dynamic department with so much potential.
We bring together a dedicated and experienced team of professionals serving
CETAP in areas of research and development in testing of students entering
higher education in South Africa. It is our philosophy that students should begin
to explore their potential for university readiness before they register at an
institution of higher learning. The Centre promotes student success through
teaching and learning workshops aimed at assisting students in getting support
throughout their studies. We advocate comprehensive testing in Academic
Literacy, Quantitative Literacy and Mathematics.
We assist faculties and staff at institutions in executing their teaching and
learning opportunities by providing workshops and discussions on various testrelated issues. Our team works to establish partnerships with institutions and
faculties wishing to assist students to succeed. We facilitate workshops designed
to bring staff together to identify students who are academically at risk.
Once again, thank you for your interest in the Centre for Educational Testing for
Access & Placement (CETAP). Our focus is to seek and continuously improve
our work, to concentrate primarily on those who utilize our services, and then
measure the results of our efforts. We welcome and value your questions,
comments and concerns so that we may better serve you.
Our team looks forward to working with you!

Naziema B Jappie
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What we do

Educational Testing

CETAP’s mission is to be the nationally preferred provider of meaningful research
and testing that contributes to access and success in higher and further education
and training. In order to realize this vision, CETAP strives to:

CETAP has a number of tests available:

Scientific Reasoning Test (SRT)

Placement Test in English for
Educational Purposes (PTEEP)

(1 hour) Aimed at assessing students’
capacity to engage with the logical thinking
typically required of students in Higher
Education.

•

Develop tests in Academic Literacy, Quantitative Literacy, Scientific Reasoning and
Mathematics that are valid predictors of performance in educational contexts –
especially for students from educationally disadvantaged backgrounds. These tests are
developed nationally by discipline experts and tap competencies that are required by
these educational contexts.

•

Do research into the reliability and validity of these tests; explore different
methodologies investigating this capacity; look into the factors that predict student
success; build extensive databases on student throughput; and subject the tests to
scrutiny (reliability; validity; bias; coherence and internal consistency).

•

Provide excellent client services; to organize, arrange, develop and create tests and
testing infrastructure (national and international); to provide resulting and reporting
information in the areas of access, placement, diagnosis and prediction; and to be
efficient, professional, and reliable and offer quick turnarounds.

(2½ hours) Test of verbal reasoning and
aims to assess entry-level students’ abilities.
to make meaning from texts that they are
likely to encounter in their studies;
to understand words and discourse signals
in their contexts;
to identify and track academic argument;
to understand and evaluate the evidential
basis of argument;
to extrapolate and draw inferences and
conclusions from what is stated or given;
to identify main from supporting ideas in the
overall organisation of a text;
to understand information presented
visually (e.g. graphs, tables, flow-charts);
to understand basic numerical concepts and
information used in text, including
basic numerical manipulations.

Mathematics Achievement
Test (MACH)
The objective of the Mathematics
Achievement Test (MACH) (1½ hours) is to
measure the extent of a candidate’s backlog
in basic mathematical knowledge and skills.
The areas assessed were usually covered in
the Grade 11 Standard Grade mathematics
syllabus (and the syllabi preceding it), but
the items in the test require somewhat more
than what could be achieved through drill
and practice.
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Quantitative Literacy Test (QLT)
(1 hour) Aimed at assessing students’
capacity to engage with the quantitative
literacy typically required of students in
Higher Education. The QLT consists of three
sections.

Academic Literacy Test of
Academic Potential (ALTAP)
Test of a student’s potential to read and
write in English for academic purposes.
The test consists of three sections
that require the student to read texts
and to respond to a variety of verbal
information (such as contained in reading
comprehension texts) and quantitative
information (such as contained in graphs
and tables).
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EDUCATIONAL TESTING

Questions in the test are carefully
sequenced to enable the student to learn
to respond to new tasks or to re-learn
how to respond to academic tasks that
you may have forgotten. The test is based
on what should have been encountered in
school learning, such as in subjects such
as English and Mathematics Literacy.
One cannot and need not prepare for the
test – all the information required to
respond to the test tasks is contained in
the test itself.
Mathematics Comprehension
Test (MCOM)
1½ hours) Designed to provide information about a candidate’s
potential to learn new mathematical knowledge and skills. It is
designed in accordance with dynamic testing principles.

Advanced Academic and
Quantitative Literacy Test (AQL+)
(3 hours and 40 minutes)
consists of seven sections (four
sections of 25 minutes each
assessing AL through multiple
choice questions; one section of
60 minutes assessing AL using
the production of an essay that
is scaffolded and two sections
of 30 minutes each assessing
QL through multiple choice
questions).
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EDUCATIONAL TESTING

Most significantly, CETAP is home to the
National Benchmark Tests Project
(NBTP). The National Benchmark Tests
comprise three tests: the National
Benchmark Test in Academic Literacy
(NBT AL), the National Benchmark
Test in Quantitative Literacy
(NBT QL) and the National Benchmark
Test in Mathematics (NBT MAT).
The National Benchmark Test in Academic
Literacy (AL) (1 hour and 40 minutes) aims
to assess candidates’ ability to:

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
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read carefully and make meaning from
texts that are typical of the kinds that
they will encounter in their studies;
understand vocabulary, including
vocabulary related to academic study,
in their contexts;
identify and track points and claims
being made in texts;
understand and evaluate the evidence
that is used to support claims made by
writers of texts;
extrapolate and draw inferences and
conclusions from what is stated or given
in text;
identify main from supporting ideas in
the overall and specific organisation of
a text;
identify and understand the different
types and purposes of communication
in texts;
be aware of and identify text
differences that relate to writers’
different purposes, audiences, and
kinds of communication.

The National Benchmark Test in
Quantitative Literacy (QL) (1 hour)
aims to assess candidates’ ability to:

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

understand and use a range of
quantitative terms and phrases;
competently interpret quantitative
information.
apply quantitative procedures in
various situations and accurately do
simple calculations and estimations
which may involve multiple steps
formulate and apply simple formulae;
read and interpret tables, graphs,
charts, diagrams and text and integrate
information from different sources;
identify trends and patterns in various
situations;
reason logically;
interpret two–dimensional
representations of three-dimensional
structures;
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EDUCATIONAL TESTING

The National Benchmark Test in Academic and
Quantitative Literacy (AQL) (2 hours and 40 minutes
plus 25 minutes for a trial section) thus targets students’
capacity to engage successfully with the reading and
reasoning demands of academic study in the medium of
instruction, and the ability to solve problems in a real
context that is relevant to higher education study, using
basic quantitative information that may be presented
verbally, graphically, in tabular or symbolic form as
related to both the NSC subjects of Mathematics and
Mathematical Literacy.
•
•

•

•
•
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Problem solving and modelling, which includes the use of algebraic
processes as well asproficiency with functions represented by graphs
and equations;
Basic trigonometry, including graphs of trigonometric functions,
problems requiring solutions of trigonometric equations and
applications of trigonometric concepts;
Spatial perception including angles, symmetries, measurements,
representations of
interpretations of two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes;
analytic and circle geometry;
Data handling and probability;
Competent use of logical skills in making deductions and determining
the validity of given assertions.

Research
Key research:
Fleisch, B., Schöer, V. & Cliff, A. (2016).
When Signals are Lost in Aggregation: A Comparison of Language Marks and
Competencies of
Entering University Students. South African Journal of Higher Education, vol.29(5).
Sebolai, K. (2016).
Distinguishing between English proficiency and academic literacy in English, Language
Matters, 47:1, 45-60.
Cliff, A. (2015).
The National Benchmark Test in Academic Literacy: How might it be used to support
teaching
in higher education? Language Matters, 46 (1), 3 – 21.
Cliff, A. & Montero, E. (2010).
The balance between excellence and equity on admissions tests: contributions of
experiences
in South Africa and Costa Rica. Ibero-American Journal of Educational Evaluation.
Frith, V. and Prince, R. 2009.
A framework for understanding the quantitative literacy demands of higher education.
South African Journal of Higher Education. 23, 1. 83 – 97. ISSN 1011-3487

Visit our website for more information:
www.cetap.uct.ac.za
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Contact
CETAP Director: Naziema Jappie
Naziema.Jappie@uct.ac.za
+27 21 650 2076
Test Development Coordinator: Robert Prince
Robert.Prince@uct.ac.za
+27 21 650 5833
Operations Manager: Emlyn Balarin
Emlyn.Balarin@uct.ac.za
+27 21 650 5509
Communications Manager: Janine Dunlop
Janine.Dunlop@uct.ac.za
+27 21 650 5541
Senior Secretary: Lynia Fortuin
Lynia.Fortuin@uct.ac.za
+27 21 650 5462
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